
Unit 2: Bases for Learning and Teaching—Spring Term 2011 
 

What follows is not set in stone; in fact if we cover what is set out 
here exactly according to plan, the unit will have failed. As you can 
see from the planned content for the first week, this outline will be 
negotiated. 

Reading groups 

I know it’s very difficult to find the time to read as well as to attend 
and do all the other things you have on your plate, but it does help. 

Listed below are suggestions for reading for each week, in 
preparation for the next session. I don’t expect everyone to read the 
same stuff, or even any of what is listed here or on the blog; 
instead, we shall make a positive virtue of the difference (as long as 
everyone does some) and swap ideas…  

(And you’ll see that the suggestions taper off after the first few weeks—
that is not merely because of my bone-idleness, but also because you will 
by then be getting a better idea of what to hunt out for yourselves.) 

You will meet in two groups at the start of each session to share, 
from the reading you have been able to do:  

 One point you have picked up which you can apply in your 
practice 

 One question arising from or posed by your reading 

It is likely that many will overlap, which is fine. One member of each 
group each week in turn will select the most popular (or the most 
interesting or provocative), to share with the whole class.  

The groups will meet for a maximum of 20 minutes 

One-minute paper 

At the end of each session you will have one minute to jot down on a 
post-it: 

 A note of anything which is still not clear 

 A ―take-away‖ point which could make a difference to your 
teaching 

Please stick your notes on the whiteboard as you leave—I’ll read 
them and they will feed into the blog (at 
http://pcepolhill.wordpress.com ) which will as usual include links 
for material we have discussed, and/or into the next session 

  

http://pcepolhill.wordpress.com/


Week Date Planned content 
References/Reading (to do this week in 

preparation for next week) 
Outcomes 
addressed: 

1 11 Jan Introduction; Unit outline, outcomes, 
assessment, reading etc. 

Menu: confirming/modifying this draft 

 

Pareto principle in teaching 

What’s the use of theory? 

For next week; 

 Zull (2002) ch. 4 (edited version provided) 
and/or 

 Reece and Walker (2007) on motivation 
and/or 

 Petty (2006) ch. 3 and/or 

 Curzon (2004) ch. 17  

 And/or similar 

 Please don’t read up on definitions of 
learning; I’d rather we came to that 
fresh. 

GEN Outcomes 
permeate throughout 
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Week Date Planned content 
References/Reading (to do this week in 

preparation for next week) 
Outcomes 
addressed: 

2 18 Jan 
What is learning? 

Motivation 

Memory; 

 Zull ch. 5 if you can get hold of it, 
and/or… 

 The main section of the chapter on 
memory in any A level or undergrad 
pscyhology textbook. Gross is a good one—
any edition this century, and/or… 

 Curzon (2003; 6th edn) ch. 16 or similar 
chapter in similar book (Reece and Walker 
barely mention it), and/or… 

 If you are serious, Rose S (1993) The 
Making of Memory London; Bantam Books 
(dated though it is) , and/or… 

 If all else fails, 
http://www.learningandteaching.info/lea
rning/memory.htm and the links from it. 

 Follow net links from module blog 

PCE 2.1/2.2/2.3 

http://www.learningandteaching.info/learning/memory.htm
http://www.learningandteaching.info/learning/memory.htm


Week Date Planned content 
References/Reading (to do this week in 

preparation for next week) 
Outcomes 
addressed: 

3 25 Jan  Memory 

Overviews of learning theories, and behavioural 
approaches 

 Reece and Walker ch.2 s.4 and/or Curzon 
Pt 2 (much more comprehensive) 
Armitage ch. 3 (appropriate bits in each 
case) 

 Child D Psychology and the Teacher 
(various editions 1973-2007) probably ch. 
6 

 Gross or other psych. Textbook chapter on 
―Learning‖ 
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4 1 Feb 
Behavioural approaches to learning (and 
teaching)  

 Cognitive approaches 

 Sotto (1994/2001/2007) ch. 4 

 Armitage et al (2007) ch 3 

 Curzon (2004) chs 6-8 

 Petty (2006) ch 21 (this is the evidence-
based practice book) 

 Links in the blog, and anything else you 
find yourselves… 
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Week Date Planned content 
References/Reading (to do this week in 

preparation for next week) 
Outcomes 
addressed: 

5 8 Feb Cognitive/constructive approaches 

Intelligence 

 Curzon Pt 7. Jarvis M (2005) ch. 3 

 Gould (1997) Critical account and a big 
read! 

 Gardner (1993/2006) (New ed. due in 
April) 

 Dweck (1999) 
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6 15 Feb ―Intelligence‖ 

Humanistic approaches 

 Curzon ch. 9 

 Rogers (1980) 

 Tennant (1988/1997/2005) ch. 2 
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 22 Feb (Half term) No meeting   

7 1 Mar 
Social and humanistic approaches, including 
adult learning 

Situated learning 

 Tennant (1988/1997/2005) ch. 5 

 Wenger (1998) 

 Becker (1963) (Ask for an off-print) 
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Week Date Planned content 
References/Reading (to do this week in 

preparation for next week) 
Outcomes 
addressed: 

8 5 Mar Situated and work-based learning  

Ed. tech. 

Laurillard (2001) –the top and tail of Part II 

This will be at least in part a techie show and 
tell/bring and share session; start thinking about 
your material… 
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9 8 Mar 
Educational technology: its assumptions and 
impact… 

Inclusivity: 

Ecclestone and Hayes (2008) –not the most 
objective account! 

Tomlinson report (1996) 

…more links on the blog 

PCE 2.5 

10 15 Mar 
Inclusivity and its dilemmas in practice, 
including cultural issues 

 PCE 2.1/2.5 

11 22 Mar Sharing aids and resources  PCE 2.5 

12 29 Mar 
Loose ends; group tutorial on preparing the 
submission; evaluation. 

 PCE 2.1/2.5 

13 5 April Tutorials   

14 12 April    
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